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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3, 6, 7, 9, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Finn et al., (US 2006/0208066). 

As per claims 1 and 7-10, Finn teaches an USB removable memory with 
replaceable storage medium for optional upgrade and extension of the 
storage capacity, including an USB connector, a controller (USB chip, Fig. 10) and 
a replaceable flash memory (Flash smartcard, Fig. 2a, 2b), characterized in that: said 
USB connector (Fig. Fig. 2a, 2b) and said controller (Figs. 1 a, 1 b, 1 E, [021 2-0222]) 
are integrated as a memory body, and said memory body does not include any 
built-in flash memory; (See Figs. 1a, 1, 1e) the replaceable flash memory (Flash 
smartcard, Fig. 2a, 2b), as a physically-independent storage component is memory 
body; by wherein said replaceable flash memory is placed within a chamber the 
memory body and the chamber is covered by a dismountable back cover and said 
replaceable flash memory is electrically connected to the controller for the controller to 
read from or to write to the flash memory and is electrically connected to the controller 



Application/Control Number: 10/502,269 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2182 

for the controller to read from or to write to the flash memory. Finn teaches a portable 
USB data storage device without a built in flash memory storage and a connector 
interface (USB controller) that can attach/detach a flash smart memory card. (Abstract, 
pages 1 1 -1 7lt would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill that Finn teaches a back 
cover because Finn teaches FOB slot which Examiner believes is a type of back cover 
that will obviously protect the Flash smartcard from damage. Further, Finn expressly 
teaches that the USB device may or maybe include an additional flash memory and 
Examiner is taking the position that USB device without the flash memory teaches the 
claim invention. 



As per claims 2 and 3, Finn teaches said flash memory part is mounted on 
the body by means of guide channel and said flash memory part is mounted on 
the body by means of plug-in connection or elastic fastener connection. (See Figs. 
1a, 1, 1e, [0212-0291]) 

As per claims 6 and 7, teaches the electrical connection between said flash 
memory part and said controller is elastic tip-touch connection or plug-in connection. 
(See Figs. 1a, 1, 1e, [0212-0222]) 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tammara Peyton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4157. The examiner can normally be reached between 6:30 - 4:00 from Monday to 
Thursday, (I am off every first Friday), and 6:30-3:00 every second Friday. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Tariq 
Hafiz can be reached on (571 ) 272- 6729. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. Any inquiry of a 
general nature of relating to the status of this application should be directed to the 
Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272- 2100. 

/Tammara R Peyton/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2182 

June 8, 2008 



